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PREFACE.

o

= HE purpose of this little Guide

Book is to bring prominently

before tourists and holiday

seekers the beauties of the

Mountain Scenery in the
Healesville district of Victoria.

There is no getting beyond the fact
that visitors from the old country have a
confirmed idea that we have no scenery
in Victoria worth seeing; and we venture
to think that the illustrations in this
Guide Book should give them the desire
to visit the places described.

The districts are easy of access, and
well opened up, and the cost of com-
munication throughout is very moderate.
Pedestrians and others will find the map
of much assistance when travelling
through the district. Having been repro-
duced, by permission, from the Govern-

‘ment Survey Map, it can be absolutely

relied upon.
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From Fealesville across the
Blacks' Spur,

By J. W. LINDT.

Y | 7 HE Blacks' Spur is portion of a
range of wooded hills which rise
north eastward from the town of

Healesville. Geographically they are the

water-divide between the Maroondah and

other affluents of the Yarra and some of
the upper tributaries of the Murray. The
origin of the name Blacks' Spur has
often been discussed, but the consensus
of opinion among the old residents
and those who have taken the trouble
of inquiring into this matter seems to be
that it was derived from the fact that
at the time the Woods' Point diggings
were discovered the blacks were employed
as guides to show the diggers through
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portion of the Himalaya mountains. To
describe its beauty would require the
pen of a poet. The clear rippling
waters of the Watts River, with its over-
hanging ferns and deep shady glades,
suggesting the homes of fairies. The
music of the gentle zephyrs playing
among the great giant gums, combined
with the bird sonnets, and other multi-
tudinous sounds of animal and insect life
in the great forest, impressed one vividly
with the feeling that we were within the
precincts of fairy land. Veritable fairy
glades, the winding fern-bound road, and
the innumerable fern gullies spreading as
far as human sight can discern all over
this vast hill, is calculated to give the
visitor, on his first i 1mpressxon a feeling of
ecstatic bewilderment.

Our destination being Marysville, we
now take our seats in a light coach drawn
by three horses, and commence the ascent
of the most steep portion of the journey,
viz,, the Blacks’ Spur. The beauties of
this celebrated hill would require a
volume written to do it justice. Its giant
eucalyptus trees, towering two or three
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hundred feet high; its giant ferntrees
reaching 50 and 6o feet in the air, and its

sassafras and myrtle gullies.

.morlev's Crack.

At the foot of the Blacks’ Spur, a track
on the right hand side of the road leads to
what is known as Morley’s track, named
after asplitter of former years. The writer
has explored this track for eight miles,
through dense fern gullies, over creeks and
hills and valleys, until at last it was impos-
sible to penetrate any further in the dense
forest. Some enchanting valleys exist .
down the slopes of Mount Juliet, well
sheltered by these steep ranges—fit glades
for sprites and fairies.

Retracing our steps, we come back to
the Blacks’ Spur, the ascent of which for
the first two miles is of a very steep
gradient. At about a mile we come to a
very steep pinch and a sudden turn in the
road, known as the devil's elbow, and a
little further up the hill, near the com-
mencement of Mpyrtle Gully, we pass
through the “ one mile bend of the road,”
which, overhung on either side with giant
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by—a murmur that continues on for ever
—sometimes a gentle, subdued, plaintive
sound, as if of zephyrs’ whispers. No
water can be seen. Bowers and vistas
enshroud the silvery stream which utters
its svlvan sounds so audibly. At other
timeé the sound of a roaring torrent rises
above the wind and all other sounds. A
deluge of rain is falling and the circum-
scribed valley has all its work to disgorge
itself of the vast torrent of foamy waters
leaping angrily to find its proper level in
the quiet and limpid bed of the River
Watts below.

Here the horses could be refreshed
after their arduous pull up the hill. This
is Etta’s Glen waterfall, and is a favorite
picnic resort for visitors.  On the top of
the Blacks’ Spur, an old hut was kept by
a very cheerful lady, who provided tea for
visitors and passengers in hot weather, at
a very moderate charge. «

The steepness of the Blacks’ Spur has
made it necessary for the male passengers
to walk up the hill, but now they can
keep their seats for the rest of the journey,
which is mostly of an undulating character.
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This portion of the journey was often
attended by udventure and sometimes in-
convenience. The writer on one occasion
found a large tree had fallen across the
road, blocking the way for the mail coach.
Some of the passengers sssayed to walk
on. An axe and other tools are always
carried on these coaches, and with the
help of passengers, this big tree was cut
through and rolled over the hill, the mail
coach resuming its journey slightly de-
tained, but as if nothing had happened.

On another occasion, a much bigger
tree had fallen across the road, and as
before, a heavy rain falling made it a dead
block, and a very poor outlook for the
driver of the coach; but some of these
gentlemen are as resourceful as a
Jack Tar is in a heavy gale at sea.
The passengers remarked, “What are
you going to do, driver?” ‘I am just
considering,” he said. They decided to
walk on, and left to himself in a drenching
rain, he commenced to build a stage on
both sides of the tree, by long and cross
poles cut from some saplings on the side
of the road. Then putting his team with
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a full bound over this temporary bridge,
he got safely across and overtook his
fares, half drowned in the soaking rain,
some two miles ahead on the road.

The Devil's Hole.

In the early days a bush track was made
lower down than the present surveyed
road, and near the top of the spur it passed -
through a gorge in the hills, which was
dreadfully boggy in winter. The teamsters
here laboured with their oxen under the
greatest difficulties. The track strewn
with dead timber; mud and bog-holes,
at times, up to the axles; rain storms,
and fallen trees blocking the way at
almost every turn, will give some idea of
the difficulties of the transmission of goods
across the great Dividing Ranges in the
early days. The teamsters considered
the term, * The Devil's Hole,” a suitable
one for this spot. The bush pilot, as the
teamster is appropriately called, was wont
to navigate his team of oxen with “long
oats” and ‘‘loud oaths” through the
Devil's Hole, which was perhaps the
most terrible piece of country a teamster
has ever had to journey through.
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Che Bush Post Box.

On the road could be seen, nailed to a
tree, a * Bush Post Box,” in which, with-
out stopping, the mail coach driver could
drop the letters and papers. Since these
early days, dogs have been trained to go
every morning and wait for the coach,
"and when letters and papers are thrown to
them by the driver, they pick them up
and carry them home with delight.

Along this road some very pretty vistas
of distant scenes are to be obtained
through the trees.

The Hermitage.

Since the advent of the railway to
Healesville, the Board of Works has
taken possession of Fernshawe for a water
reserve for Melbourne. The hotels and
inhabitants were compensated and re-
moved, and in place of them the Hermit-
age was established by Mr. J. W. Lindt,
an artist of great repute. This gentleman
chose a spot half way to Narbethong, with
sufficient elevation to command some
most extensive views of the adjacent
mountains.
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This is undoubtedly one of the most
picturesque places that can be found in
Australia, and reflects the greatest credit
on its proprietor for his artistic conception,
after very considerable expense and labour
in clearing and erecting buildings on the
Swiss Chalet principle.

Che Springs.

Before reaching the Hermitage some
springs are seen on the side of the road,
said to contain slightly some chemical
elements. To the weary traveller in
summer time they are a boon. The
sources of these springs have been traced
near the top of the Blacks’ Spur, and
keep trickling down all the year round.

Narbethong.

From the Hermitage it is about two
miles to Narbethong, where there is
usually a short stay made to change
horses, and where refreshments can be
obtained, if required, at the hotel. Fisher's
Creek runs close by, and affords many
charming little pictures for the artist.
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St. Filiaus.

The next stage is a short run to St.
Filians, a pleasant country home con-
ducted on first-class principles by Mirs,
Miller. Here the coach meets the
Marysville one and again returns to
Healesville.

Marysvilie.

Marysville is about eight miles distant,
and we now commence the final stage of
the journey. The road from here is of an
uninteresting character, until we arrive
near to Marysville, where the scenery
again improves. The hour being late,
but little could be seen between the
avenue of trees, unless it chanced to be
moonlight, when frequently some pretty
effects could be seen. Arrived at Marys.
ville, the visitor had a hearty welcome,
and some good substantial refreshment at
the only hotel in the place, kept by mine
Host Keppell.

The description of the scenery around
Marysville has been reserved for a special
paragraph containing interesting notes of
a more recent visit to the district."
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goranderrk Aboriginal IMYission
Station,

=

Among the five or six stations set apart
by the Victorian Government as homes
for the aboriginal natives of this State,
Coranderrk is perhaps the most important,
supporting the largest community to be
found on any of the Native Mission
Stations. The well being of a native
community depends largely on the
organising capabilities of the manager
in charge. The Rev. J. Shaw, whose
long tenure of the position of Superinten-
dent at Coranderrk, has proved what
firmness and kindness will do in establish-
ing, as it were, a social circle of the
original sons and daughters of the Aus-
tralian soil.

The daily routine at the station works
like a clock. At 7 a.m. rations are served
out. At 9 a.m. the bell rings, and is the
daily call to morning prayers. The call
is not a compulsory one, as all are
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free to avail themselves of the benefits
of the pastor’s spiritual services. Com-
fortable houses are provided for the
numerous families, and these are gradually
furnished and improved by the individual
efforts of the various members of the
community, as they occupy a great deal
of their time in making weapomns, such as
* spears, waddies, boomerangs, shields, etc.,
which they dispose of to the numerous
visitors who call at the station.

The station is not by any means re-
garded as a show place, but the genial
Superintendent is always pleased to grant
permission for visitors to see around the
place on their applying to him. Sunday
is regarded as a day of rest, all work
being suspended, and the usual church
services are held in the building used for
that purpose.
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HE following is a concise description of the
most popular beauty spots and places

of interest within walking distance of
Healesville; also the easiest means of getting
to them, starting from the railway station entrance

gates i—

Coranderrk.—An aboriginal station under the
supervision of the Rev. Mr, Shaw. Open to the
public during the week, Sundays excepted. The
natives make and sell the various implements used
in war and chase, and are always ready to give
exhibitions of boomerang and spear throwing ; also
fire making. They are christianised. Most are
educated and assist in raising hops.

Distance, 2} miles.

Follow street passing front of Terminus Hotel
and stables, turning first corner to right, until
Lilydale road is reached. Continue along this
for 1} miles, turning as shown by finger post,
along Launching Place road for 1 mile, when gates
of station are reached.

Badger Creek.,—A typical Australian mountain
stream flowing into the Yarra. Abounding in
English trout, blackfish and eels.

Distance 3} miles.

Continue along Launching Place road for about
one mile past Coranderrk gates.

Roorke’s Bridge, River Yarra.—The principal
bridge on the Healesville-Lilydale road, crossing
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the Yarra at a very beautiful spot, which is
specially charming at the end of August, and
beginning of September, during the time the
wattle trees are in bloom. The soil along the flats
being very fertile.

Murray cod, perch, blackfish and eels are
plentiful, good sport being obtained. Rabbits
abound, whilst quail are to be had during certain
seasons. :

Distance, 33 miles.
Continue along main Lilydale road.

Junction of Rivers Yarra and Watts.—A
most picturesque spot, being the old crossing place
for traffic to Woods’ Point in early days; the re.
mains of old bridge may still be seen. The river
bere is very fine, the wattle being in masses,
From bridge crossing railway one of the best views
of Healesville and surrounding mountains is ob.
tained, whilst the railway tunnel is close at hand,
Good fishing and rabbit shooting.

Distance, about 2 miles.

Take road passing side of Terminus Hotel and
crossing railway line, and keep thereafter always
bearing to the left until reaching railway bridge,
then follow road along line, which stops at entrance
gate of Lalor's farm, which is at the junction,
This being private land, permission should be
asked before going on to rivers,

Myers' Falls.—A beautiful cascade on Myers
Creek, in the midst of large timber, scrub and
ferns. A popular picnic ground outside the con-
trol of the Metropolitan Board of Works.

Distance, about 5 miles,
Follow Nicholson street to left until reaching
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St. Leonard’s road (which is the first on the left
after passing the second Graceburn t?ridge). _ A
tram line will be noticed near corner, which tourists
must keep on till the falls are reached.

Donelly’s Weir.—The smallest of the three
weirs supplying Melbourne. The situation is
picturesque, and has been greatly improved by
plantations of pines, English trees and ivy. Two
million gallons of water is supplied from this
point daily.

Distance, about 2% miles.

Follow St. Leonard’s road, take first turning to
right, just before reaching the Watts. Keep along
this road until river is crossed by pretty rustic
bridge, thence bearing generally towards the left,
and keeping track which fords Donelly’s Creck
three times, the weir is reached. Shortly before
arriving at Weir, McGinnis's well-known boarding
house, the *“Glen,” is passed, whilst just before
the weir the water enters No. 10 tunuel. '

Condon’s Gully.—One of the best and most
beautiful of the many fern gullies in the district.

Distance, 5% miles.

Follow Donelly's Weir road until meeting the
first track to the right after crossing first ford over
Donelly’s Creek, which leads to the exit of No. 11
tunnel. Keep on cart track following the fence,
which encloses the tunnel exit and aqueduct.
Crossing the Sawpit Creek, firstly by a little ford,
thence in about quarter mile by bridge. Do not
leave path until gully is reached,

) The exit of No. 11 tunnel may be found by follow-
ing the aqueduct near Donelly’s weir to the right.
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